
The Bureau of Quarantine 
(BoQ) under the Department of 
Health (DOH), with the category 
of a first-class line bureau, shall 
have a nationwide scope of 
function and international 
commitment in accord with the 
International Health Regulations 
(IHR) of the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

The Bureau is authorized to 
promulgate rules and regulations 
(apprehension, detention or 
surveillance) as necessary to 
prevent the introduction, 
transmission or spread of “public 
health emergencies o f 
international concern" from 
foreign countries into the 
Philippines.

^cvUcdiction and "punetionA 
tie S W rM

The examination at ports of entry 
and exit in the Philippines of 
incoming and outgoing vessels 
and aircraft.

The necessary surveillance over 
their sanitary conditions, as well 
as over their cargoes, passengers, 
crews, and all personal effects, 
and

The issuance of quarantine 
certificates, bills of health, or 
other equivalent documents shall 
be vested in and be conducted by 
the Bureau.

This Bureau shall have authority 
over incoming and outgoing 
vessels both domestic and 
foreign, including those of the 
army and navy, their wharfage 
and anchorage, and over aircraft 
and airports, insofar as it is 
necessary for the proper 
enforcement of the provisions of 
this Act.

Republic o f the Philippines
Bureau of Quarantine

Department o f  Health

01 June 2017

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR No. 2017-

TO ALL STATION CHIEFS, CONCERNED GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, SHIP OPERATORS, SHIPPING AGENTS 
AND OTHERS CONCERNED

SUBJECT ; Revised Policy on Vessel Inspection and the Issuance 
o f Sanitation Certificate

I. AUTHORITY

R e p u b lic  A c t 9271 “Q u a ra n tin e  A c t o f  2 0 0 4 ”

II. REFERENCE:

A . In te rn a tio n a l H e a lth  R e g u la tio n  2 0 0 5  2 nd e d it io n

B. H a n d b o o k  fo r  In sp e c tio n  o f  S h ip s  a n d  Is s u a n c e  o f S h ip  S a n ita tio n  
C e rtif ic a te s

C . G u id e  to  S h ip  S a n ita t io n  3 rd e d itio n
D. In te rn a tio n a l M e d ica l G u id e  fo r  S h ip s  3 rd e d ition

III. PURPOSE:

T h is  M e m o ra n d u m  C irc u la r p re s c rib e s  p o lic ie s  in th e  c o n d u c t o f  sh ip  
in sp e c tio n  a n d  s h ip  s a n ita tio n  c e rtif ic a te  is s u a n c e s  fo r  a ll v e s s e ls  
co n fo rm in g  to  th e  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  m e a s u re s  o f  W o rld  H ea lth  O rg a n iz a tio n  
H a n d b o o k  fo r  In sp e c tio n  a n d  Is su a n ce  o f S h ip  S a n ita tio n  C e rtif ic a te s  o f 
2011 in th e  p re ve n tio n  a n d  c o n tro l o f  p u b lic  hea lth  r isks  o n b o a rd  sh ips .

IV. VALIDITY OF SHIP SANITATION CERTIFICATE:

A . S h ip  S a n ita tio n  C o n tro l E xe m p tio n  C e rtif ic a te  (S S C E C ) -  6  m o n th s
B. S h ip  S a n ita tio n  C o n tro l C e rtif ic a te  (S S C C ) -  6  m o n th s
C. E x te n s io n  o f  S S C E C /S S C C  -  30  d a ys

V. SCOPE:

T h is  M e m o ra n d u m  C irc u la r a p p lie s  to  a ll ve s s e ls , bo th  d o m e s tic  and  
fo re ig n , in c lu d in g  g o v e rn m e n t v e s s e ls  and  th e  m ilita ry , c a llin g  a t a n y  
p o rt(s ) in  th e  co u n try .
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